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head count

Primary colors by robert david sullivan

Cahill % higher than Patrick %
Patrick % less than 5 points higher than Cahill %
Patrick % 10 to 20 points higher than Cahill %
Patrick % more than 20 points higher than Cahill %

DEVAL PATRICK VS. TIM CAHILL?

Source: Published data from the Massachusetts Secretary of State’s Office. Not available online.

what would the political geography look like if
Treasurer Tim Cahill challenged incumbent Gov. Deval
Patrick in next year’s Democratic primary? It would be
Faneuil Hall and Tanglewood vs. Plymouth Rock and the
Lowell Spinners, if past results are any indication.

The map below gives us an early look at the contest
that may or may not happen. It’s a mash-up using the
results of both men’s last competitive primaries. Red
communities leaned toward Patrick, and blue communi-
ties got on the “Tim for Treasurer” bandwagon. Patrick
won the three-way 2006 gubernatorial primary with 49.7
percent of the vote; Cahill won the four-way 2002 treasur-
er’s primary with 35.8 percent of the vote. That Patrick
finished 14 points ahead of Cahill doesn’t mean anything
in itself, since the number of candidates and the dynamics
were different in each primary, but the map below gives
us an idea of each man’s geographical base.

Patrick dominated the western third of the state in 2006.
Unfortunately for the governor, this is also the region that
may react most negatively to his proposed hike in the

state’s gas tax—especially if voters there feel that metro
Boston will get most of the benefit of increased spending
on mass transit and other transportation projects. But
Patrick may be able to compensate for any drop-off in
support west of Worcester by mining for votes in urban
centers. He ran more than 20 points ahead of Cahill’s
numbers in Boston, Newton, Cambridge, Springfield, and
Somerville, for example.

Cahill’s strength centered on the South Shore, though
he also did well in some Merrimack Valley towns. He was
noticeably stronger than Patrick in his hometown of
Quincy, plus Plymouth, Lowell, Weymouth, and Methuen.

If Patrick and Cahill maintain their respective bases,
the results of a primary may come down to places where
neither candidate has done especially well. The biggest
cities where both underperformed their state averages
were New Bedford and Fall River. So the South Coast,
which has been faring the worst during the economic
downtown, may get to flex some political muscle come
2010.

NEW BEDFORD:
PATRICK 43%,
CAHILL 27%

BOSTON: PATRICK 59%,
CAHILL 21%

QUINCY: PATRICK 35%,
CAHILL 76%
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There is one source of energy that can help us make a positive impact on our environment.

That can help us harness the wind and the sun. That can reduce our dependence on 

foreign oil. A source of energy that can increase reliability and actually unite us in the effort

to reduce global warming. At National Grid, we’re committed to discovering it, delivering it,

demanding it from ourselves. It’s called action. And it’s there for all of us to tap into.

Find out how you can take action. Visit nationalgrid.com/floe.

Making our world
a better place.
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